ELAINE GORVY’S, RHONA’S GORVY DAUGHTER’S, SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE EXPOSION ‘RHONA GORVY: CREATIVE INSIGHTS’

Good evening, Ladies and Gentleman. It is an honor for me to be here with you this evening. I am also joined by my husband and my brother and nephew from South Africa and America, and we all thank you for your warm welcome to this beautiful museum.

I want to thank Markas Zingeris, Ieva, Ilona, Giedre, Aleksandra, Irina, Jurgita and their colleagues, for their vision and generosity in wanting to share this art with so many people. 

I would also like to thank the Lithuanian Ambassador to South Africa, Ambassador Sigutė Jaksonitė, and her colleagues, Martynas Taujanskas and Gedimininus Kuras, for having come to my mother’s home last year, to meet her and see her art. It meant a lot to my mom. And we are honored to have Gediminas Kuras from the Lithuanian Embassy in South Africa here with us tonight. Thank you Gediminas. 

It is a privilege for me to have this opportunity to talk to you about my mother, the artist Rhona Gorvy, whose art has brought us here, from different parts of the world, to be together this evening, in this Museum of Tolerance, in Vilnius, Lithuania. 
That we are gathered here at this time, in this place, from different parts of the world has deep meaning – because the artist, Rhona Gorvy, whose art we have come to share, wanted so deeply for art to be a bridge. A bridge and form of communication between people to express our common humanity which transcends culture, language, religion and even geography. Rhona viewed art as an act of love and concern that involves the observer, creating a form of dialogue with the artist. She said:  ”AS AN ARTIST, IT IS IMPORTANT TO GIVE OF MYSELF, AND MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO ENHANCE LIFE, AND BE OF SERVICE TO MY FELLOW MAN…. I BELIEVE THAT THE CREATIVE ARTS ENHANCE HUMANITY, ENABLING COMMUNION OF THE SPIRIT, BLESSING BOTH THE GIVER AND THE RECEIVER….IF JUST ONE OF MY ARTWORKS CAN TOUCH SOMEONE ELSE'S SOUL, THERE WILL BE NO GREATER PRIVILEGE.’’
The fact that Rhona’s art arrived at this museum on the very day that she died last year – has another level of meaning. Both Rhona’s parents and the generations before them came from Lithuania, and it is as though part of her life has returned to her roots – to her motherland.  And so her art has formed yet another bridge; between the past, present and future. 
Rhona had a deep understanding for both the complexity and simplicity of life. She embraced and celebrated the fullness of life, while also knowing the vulnerability of the human condition. She explored the dark side of man and nature, which she expressed with profound insight. 

It was almost as though Rhona knew suffering in her bones, on both a personal and universal level. Her father, grandfather and uncle died when she was a few months old, and she lost family members in Lithuania because of Anti-Semitism and in the Holocaust. But Rhona was never bitter. Instead she sought to deepen her own sense of tolerance and understanding of man’s complexity, as artist Judith Mason said, becoming a moral conscience for us. She shared her insights through her art and poetry, hoping to promote healing, increase consciousness and overcome prejudice.  Relating to this, I think of her poem ‘Derogation’ from her series on drug addiction, ‘The Dream and the Abuse’:

“YOU TAUNT ME AND SCORN, FOR I WAS BORN DIFFERENT. YOU MAKE ME THE STRANGER,
GIVE ME FIST AND NOT HAND.    BUT ALL BLOOD BLEEDS RED,   AND ALL TEARS ARE SALTY, AND ALL MEN ARE BURIED IN THE EARTH’S BLIND SAND.”
So it is very relevant that this exhibition is at the Tolerance Centre – because Rhona believed profoundly in tolerance being a cornerstone that could contribute to healing. She wrote: “Looking into ourselves, the shadows and the light, we make our choices. With courage and compassion, we can transcend the fear and prejudice within us, and celebrate the glory and creativity of mind and heart, knowing that spiritual values can bring truth to humanity.” 
 These themes of hope and courage, are seen, for example, in her painting and poem, ‘I will ride two horses’. 
I WILL RIDE ONE HORSE OF COURAGE AND ONE HORSE OF HOPE
AT THE SAME TIME IN GLORY OF SPIRIT--EVEN FOR ONE MOMENT--MAYBE FOR ETERNITY.
Rhona was deeply attuned to nature and loved all animals including horses. She used the horse as a symbol in one of her series on human relationships, the ‘Garland and the Chain’ – where the horse represents the third entity that is formed when two people come together, the relationship. I would also like to mention that Rhona’s art ‘Horse and Rider’ hangs in Lithuanian Embassies in different parts of the world.
 The Lithuanian Coat of Arms, the knight on a horse –VYTIS- can be seen as an emblem of courage, and in Lithuania, you know the meaning of hope and courage, as next year you celebrate your 100th anniversary of gaining independence.
While Rhona did no self-portraits, a lot of her work is autobiographical in that it tells us about WHO she was. For example, the pain and sacrifice, in her art work, ‘Isaac’s Ram,’ the hope and courage which I read about in her poem of that name; and in the ‘Indomitable Spirit’– a work that hangs in the Constitutional Court in South Africa. The figure in this work, an emaciated figure, drawn with simple lines, leans out of the picture frame and confronts the viewer with a piercing gaze. This ancient, timeless spirit, embodies Gandhi’s philosophy, that true strength is not measured in physical ability, but in the fortitude and resilience of the spirit.

These qualities are part of Rhona’s richness. She radiated love, grace and compassion, was committed to justice and truth, and touched the lives of all who crossed her path. She had a gift in being able to tap into the unconscious aspects of our psyches, and so help to make the invisible visible. Rhona had the capacity to see and experience the world with her heart, soul and sharp intellect, and transform them into images, symbols and poetry that capture the essence of life.
Robert Motherwell, the American artist, says that “ART IS A TECHNIQUE FOR EXPRESSING HUMAN FEELINGS, AND THAT TO EXPRESS HUMAN FEELINGS IS TO HUMANIZE ONESELF AND TO HUMANIZE OTHERS. I DON’T THINK ART CAN DO ANYTHING BUT AROUSE ONE’S SENSE OF HUMANITY.” Rhona’s art and poetry does exactly that. It arouses our sense of humanity.

Because of her capacity to express herself in word and image with fluency and refined perception, Rhona has been compared to William Blake. When art lecturer Guiseppe Cataneo first saw Rhona’s art, he said, “THIS IS REAL ART OF NOW AND OF TOMORROW, AND THAT IT WILL TRANSCEND THE ‘ART FASHIONS OF THE DAY.” His response echoed that of the curator of the Tate Gallery in London after Rhona’s work had been accepted for the Summer Royal Academy exhibition in 1973, who said that Rhona’s work belongs not only in private collections but in museums in different parts of the world. What an honor that this museum in the land of our forefathers pays tribute to Rhona’s art.
Rhona believed in the soul and that one’s influence does not stop when the grave closes.  We can ask ourselves the question Rhona asked in her poem ‘Echoes,’
 “WHAT KIND OF ECHO WILL BE HEARD WHEN YOU ARE GONE?   TELL ME, IN WHAT TRANSCENDENT, UNIMAGINED WAY, WILL ECHOES OF THE MUSIC THAT YOU MAKE STILL PLAY?   WILL YOUR SOUL-ECHOES TOUCH YOUR PAST, ITS JOYS AND STRIFE, TO REACH THE PULSING HEART OF SOMEONE ELSE’S LIFE”. 
There was an agelessness about Rhona, and the echoes of the music of her life live on through the extraordinary body of work that she created over eighty years,  and which remains a testament to the human soul. Rhona’s legacy, her art and poetry, continue to speak to us and future generations.
 I am going to leave you with Rhona’s poem, ‘A Mother’s Prayer’ from her series ‘The Dream and the Abuse’, that offers a prayer and blessing for all of us, and hope for humanity. 

ALL THE LONGING IN MY PRAYERS FOR YOU, MY CHILDREN,   WOULD CLOTHE YOU IN AN IRIDESCENT SKIN THAT WOULD DEFLECT THE FALSE AND EVIL FROM YOU, AND KEEP LOVE AND DEEP TRANQUILITY WITHIN. WITH COURAGE AND COMPASSION TO LOOK FORWARD,      TO LIFT THE SPIRIT TO THE GODLY SKIES, TO KNOW SOME GIFTS ARE RENDERED MORTAL, SOME IMMORTAL –SEE TRUTH,   LIKE BEACONS, WITH YOUR SEARCHING EYES. 

