Your Excellencies,
Europarlamentarian Vytautas Landsbergis,
Ambassador of the Chekh Republic Radek Pech,
Charge d‘Affairs Robert Silberstein,
Members of Lithuania‘s Jewish Community
Colleagues
Welcome to a fresh page of our recent history this being a travelling exhibition.“Lithuanian Jews behind the Iron Curtain“. I trust it is one of the first of its kind in a postcommunist Europe devoted exclusively to the Soviet occupation period.
We present it in available documents and iconography.
When I and my brother Emmanuel, a current Parliament member, opened a first exhibition of Jewish art in Kaunas Churlionis Museum in 1988, thousands of people, the whole families travelled to Lithuania to see it from as far as Soviet Central Asia. And Israelis too by the way, Mr Bassok, the governor of the city of Tel Aviv of the period.  
The Guest books were filled with expressions of gratitude in a dozen of languages of the Soviet Empire. As far as I know, this was a first exhibition on Jewish subjects  since the WWII in USSR. While arranging this exhibition we were photograhed by the people in suits following us in their black volgas. At the same time the exhibition was visited by the functionaries from the Central Committee and shown on TV in a 120 min.- documentary. This exhibition of June of 1988 was one of the first swallows of the coming changes.
I believe that the struggle for identity and for the human rights including right to leave the USSR was, in final caunt,  a success. At least we won a right to join our families in Israel and US long before the national revolutions in Central-Eastern Europe. In the words of prof. Barnai of Hebrew U-ty, who among other academicians has reviewed this exhibition, „Lithuanian Jewry reveals a perfect example of the survivability of the cultural-libnguistic integrity“. An, in his words, it was modernisation without all-encompassing sovietization.
May be that‘s why the first time a Lithuanian Tricolor was raised in an international event by Lithuanian representatives was a World Mackabee games in Israel. 
One of the main reasons I‘ve felt I needed my idea to materialize into a travelling exhibition was this: the ages old anti-Semitic stereotipes lurking in the subconcsciousness of not a few Lithuanians  as 
evidenced by Internet and by some public events,, particularly the infamous Judeobolshevik stereotype.
To show at least  a few glimpses of Soviet neglect of Jewish cultural Heritage and  supression of intelligencia
To show at least some examples of struggle of the Jews in Lithuania under the Soviets to preserve their identity.
To show American solidarity with the struggle of Soviet Jews, includingof course  Lithuanian Jewry. Young Lithuanian Jews were expressly active in this and participated in my memory in the pickets in 1976 on Staraja Ploschadj in Moscow and in Moscow‘s Central Telegraph office with the slogan Let My People Go..
And I wish to thank the national Conference for Soviet Jews, Yad Vashem, USWHMM for their generous support.
My heartfelt thanks to Lithuanian Jewish families who willingly shared with the museum  their artifacts and  family histories.
And of course my colleagues in this institution-historiasns and designers.
And Neringa, Aushra, Milda and Ieva –without you I‘d be floating in the air  as a hot air ballon.
Without the support of the Embassy of the United States and of the Chekh Republick we would be not able to meet here today to appreciate  our work.
Thank you for your attention
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